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Organic Farmers’ Agency for Relationship Marketing
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Executive Director, OFARM
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Dr. Richard A. Levins s a native of Florida. He received his BA in Mathematics and
his MS in Food and Resource Economics from the University of Florida in
Gainesville. His doctorate inAgricultural Economics was earned at Mississippi State
University . Before joining the University of Minnesota in 1988, he served onthe
faculty of the University of Maryland and the University of Florida.Dr. Levins retired
in2003 from an academic life that included Extension appointments and teaching
first-year economics, the history of U.S. agriculture, and research methods for
graduate students.

Dr. Levins now holds the title Professor Emeritus of Applied Economics at the University of Minnesota. He isan award-
winning author of books about policy and market power issues affecting the food system. His articles have appeared in
major newspapers across the country, in leading industry publications,and in professionaljournals. His writing draws
upon a 25-year academic career involving both advising on-going businesses and teaching economic principles at the
college level. He now maintains an active practice in consulting, writing, and public speaking .

Dr. Levins's most recent book, co-authored with Stewart Acuff, is Getting America Back to Work.
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Our Strategic Financial
Experience ncludes:

Strategic
Planning

Capital
Funding

Business
Continuation

Additonal Resouttes:

Home Services hdustries

Our Team

A F R We pride ourselves inexcellent client service.
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Rene E. Niese is a Managing Partner at Applied Financial Resources, LLC. The
firm specializes in assisting senior management in corporate growth and
development for its clients. Mr. Niese has over 30 years of experience ina
variety of industries. His experience has been in strategic planning, debt and
equity financing, business valuations, management training and business
transitioning. He has provided financial and business crisis consulting support to
clients, financial institutions and equity investors and has provided consulting
for lenders requiring a "hands on" approach. He also has provided cash
managementand debt/equity expansion and restructuring for growing
companies. Mr. Niese has served as interim CEO, COO and CFO for various mid- to
long-term projects. He has researched and prepared business valuations to
support client expansion and strategies plans. He has also provided transition
planning and corporate financial planning for senior management and private
corporate ownership. Other specialties include succession and continuation
planning and management training for key client principals.

He is a past board member of the Associates of the National Agricultural Library,
Washington, D.C., past board member of thebwa Business andhdustry, and
past President of a community Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club. He is a
Certified Financial Planner with degrees from Xavier University and The Ohio
State University and is an instructor for the University of Phoenix Online. He
served as Vice President of an Organization marketing over $600 million
annually. He has also represented an organization during the GATT pre-trade
agreement negotiations.
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